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Dr. Arturo Madrid is the Norine R. and T. Frank Murchison
Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at Trinity University and the
recipient of the Charles Frankel Prize in the Humanities in 1996,
awarded by the National Endowment of the Humanities. Prior to
joining the faculty of Trinity University in 1993, Madrid served as the
founding president of the Tomas Rivera Center, the nation’s first
institute for policy studies on Latino issues, a position he held from
1984 to 1993. In addition to having held academic and administrative
appointments at Dartmouth College, The University of California, San
Diego, and the University of Minnesota, he has also served as Director of the Fund for the
Improvement of Post-Secondary Education (FIPSE) and the Minority Institutions Science
Improvement Program (MISIP) in the U.S. Department of Education as well as National Director
of the Ford Foundation’s Graduate Fellowship Program for Mexican Americans, Native
Americans and Puerto Ricans.

Dr. Madrid has served on various national commissions as well as on the boards of some of the
nation’s most prominent educational organizations. The former include the National Council on
Science and Technology Education of The American Association for the Advancement of
Science (1985-1990); the Commission on Pre-College Education in Science, Mathematics and
Technology of National Science Board (1982-1983); and U.S. Secretary of Education’s National
Commission on the Future of Higher Education (2005 -2006). The latter include The College
Board, The Association for the Advancement of Higher Education, The Council for Basic
Education, The National Center for Education and the Economy, The Center for Early
Adolescence, The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, The Intercultural
Development Research Association, the Higher Education Research Advisory Committee of the
Lumina Foundation for Education, The National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education,
the Visiting Committee of the Harvard Graduate School of Education. and the National Civic
League. He was an elected fellow of the Council on Foreign Relations, the nation’s premier
foreign policy association, and of the National Academy for Public Administration, which honors
persons with a distinguished record in public administration. Currently Madrid serves as a
member of the board of directors of Arte Publico Press and the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center
(San Antonio).

A native of New Mexico and a graduate of the University of New Mexico (1960), Dr. Madrid
holds a Ph.D. degree in Hispanic Languages and Literatures from UCLA as well as honorary
doctorates from New England College, The California State University at Hayward, Mt. Holyoke
College, Pomona College, and Texas Lutheran University. He was awarded The President’s
Medal by Brooklyn College in 1997 and was recently (2009) honored with the John Hope
Franklin Award by Diverse: Issues in Higher Education. He is the author of multiple reports and
essays on education and culture as well as of a family memoir, In the Country of Empty Crosses,
Trinity University Press, 2012.



